May 21, 2013

Mr. Speaker, we can and must do bet-
ter for our mothers and newborns. As a
country, we must reach beyond our
self-imposed boundaries and embrace a
cost-effective, evidence-based model of
maternity care that reflects our values
and saves the lives of mothers and ba-
bies.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
this effort by cosponsoring and helping
to pass the MOMS for the 21st Century
Act.

————
HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. TiPTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, there are
probably very few issues that touch
Americans, families, our States, and
small businesses more personally than
health care.

This House has dealt numerous times
with addressing the Affordable Care
Act. But when we talk about it on that
very personal level—of a mom taking a
sick child down to visit the doctor, to
a senior citizen who’s counting on that
hospital being able to be there, to be
able to deliver the care that they
need—we need to recognize that the
overarching view that Washington
typically performs when passing a bill
and delivering it to the American peo-
ple, that it has very real consequences,
very real impacts.

In my district in rural Colorado—and
in fact throughout rural America—
there is a looming health care crisis
that is just on the horizon. That ability
to be able to go to the doctor, to be
able to have a hospital that’s going to
be there to be able to provide the serv-
ice that’s necessary—they’re feeling
that real impact right now at home.

We’ve had a lot of discussion about
that big, overarching bill: the IPAB
boards that are going to be making the
medical choices for our senior citi-
zens—indeed for all Americans—rather
than that choice being made between
the doctor and the patient; about the
State mandates that are coming
through; the Medicare payment cuts;
higher health costs; the budget that is
now going to be estimated at $1.76 tril-
lion in costs over a 10-year period, and
rising, on a struggling American econ-
omy, on struggling families and small
businesses; the 150 new boards that are
being established; the better than
12,000 pages of new regulations that our
hospitals, our doctors, and our families
are going to have to be dealing with;
and the short form, to simply be able
to fill out and be able to apply for the
Affordable Care Act, 21 pages just to be
able to get insurance.

We need, Mr. Speaker, to be talking
about those real impacts, not from the
30,000-foot view, but on the ground at
home.

I recently went to Delta Memorial
Hospital in my district, a small com-
munity hospital that’s proud of their
service. In fact, they’ve had multiple
surveys that went through and rated
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their service among the best. They are
now being challenged by the Affordable
Care Act in terms of that health care
delivery.

They have a program called the Re-
covery Audit Contracts conducted by
individual companies that don’t even
have to have health care background,
but they’re going back in and reas-
sessing costs. And they’re having to
pay back money now, money that they
simply do not have.

We’re seeing reimbursements to doc-
tors drop at Delta Memorial Hospital,
making it harder for the physicians to
be able to deliver that service.

These are small hospitals. They don’t
have big HR departments; they’re there
for the health of the community. But
they are seeing real challenges in being
able to continue. In fact, in many of
our rural hospitals, they’re beginning
to wonder if they’re going to be able to
continue to deliver that service.
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I've talked to doctors in Delta,
Montrose, Grand Junction, Pueblo,
throughout my entire district, who are
frustrated that they are now seeing
their reimbursements—money that
they need to have to be able to conduct
their business—being cut by the Fed-
eral Government, the Federal Govern-
ment determining what the value of
that service is going to be and saying
you can afford it. That’s not real life.

What we are seeing now are senior
citizens who just became senior citi-
zens by the virtue of a birthday over
the last few months, they cannot find a
doctor who is willing to take Medicare,
simply because they can no longer af-
ford it.

We have a system, Mr. Speaker, that
completely forgot the original premise
that every American, I believe, can
agree on. We need to have real reform,
but we need to go back to that initial
premise of affordability and accessi-
bility. The Affordable Care Act fails on
both levels.

We are seeing right now, in my home
State of Colorado, estimates for indi-
vidual insurance policies this year are
going to go up an estimated 23 percent
or more. Small businesses, who are try-
ing to provide group insurance, are see-
ing their costs going up this year esti-
mated better than 17 percent.

Have we achieved more affordability,
as was promised? We have not.

When we are talking about that ac-
cessibility issue, when that senior cit-
izen in Delta, Colorado, walks into a
doctor’s office and is told that they
aren’t accepting any new patients, are
we achieving that accessibility? We are
not.

Mr. Speaker, we need to go back to
that original premise, because so many
small businesses right now that would
like to be able to deliver that service
are feeling the impact. I have a friend
who owns several small Pizza Huts
throughout the West, and she is deal-
ing with those additional costs that are
hurting her business and her ability to
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be able to deliver that real service for
her employees.

We have a challenge in this country,
Mr. Speaker, and it can and will be ad-
dressed if we will go back to that origi-
nal premise of affordability and acces-
sibility. The Affordable Care Act fails
on both points.

Let’s roll up our sleeves and get the
job done for the American people.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Mark Turner, South Valley
Community Church, Gilroy, California,
offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, what an incredible
honor it must be for these men and
women gathered in this Chamber today
to represent the entire population of
this country. I pray that they would
not only feel the magnitude of this re-
sponsibility, but that You would give
them the strength of character to
carry out that responsibility in an hon-
orable and Christ-like way.

I pray, too, for the guardians of free-
dom on duty today all around the
globe, the men and women of our
Armed Forces. May You sustain them
and keep them safe. May we as a Na-
tion never forget the tremendous sac-
rifice they have made on our behalf to
ensure our freedom and democracy.

May it be upon these Members of this
House that the lantern of hope and the
light of liberty continue to burn bright
in this land we call America.

Finally, Lord, it is with heavy hearts
that we stand here today, each one of
us assembled in this Chamber pray for
the families in Oklahoma who have
been affected by the devastating tor-
nado that struck yesterday. Comfort
those who have 1lost 1loved ones,
strengthen rescue workers and emer-
gency personnel, and may neighbor
reach out to neighbor to assist in the
healing and rebuilding process.

As the eyes of the world are upon the
residents of Oklahoma, let them dem-
onstrate dependence upon You and help
them to display the resilience, the re-
solve, and the American spirit that
made their State and this Nation so
great.

We pray these things in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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